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UNITED STATES. 

GEORGIA. 

The smallpox situation in Savannah and vicinity. 

It having been reported to the Bureau that cases of smallpox existed 
in Savannah, and also in the adjacent counties in both Georgia and 
South Carolina, from which country districts it was liable to be 
imported into the city, P. A. Surg. 0. P. Wertenbaker was ordered to 
to proceed to Savannah and confer with the city officials and report on 
the situation. He reports as follows : 

Wilmington, N. C, May SO, 1899. 

Sie : In obedience to telegraphic instructions of May 23, 1899, direct- 
ing me, upon being relieved by Assistant Surgeon Tabb, to proceed to 
Savannah, Ga., for conference with the mayor regarding the smallpox 
situation in that vicinity, I have the honor to report that I arrived at 
Savannah on the morning of May 27, 1899, and met Mayor Herman 
Myers, and Drs. LeHardy, Jarrell, and Graham of the city board of 
health.' 

The following history of the outbreak of smallpox in Savannah was 
given me. The first case appeared on February 22, 1899, in the person 
of a private of the Sixth Regiment Volunteer Infantry (immunes). This 
regiment had just returned from Arecibo, Porto Rico. The patient was 
treated in St. Joseph's Infirmary and recovered. From this case 5 other 
cases developed, 3 of them being attendants in the infirmary, and the 
other 2 being in the families of these attendants. From March 1 to 
March 8, 7 cases developed in the city, the source of infection being 
Aiken, S. C. One case had its source of infection from Newport News, 
Va., and in others, the source was Barnwell County, S. C. Barnwell 
and Aiken counties are near Savannah, and border on the Savannah 
River. 
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From February 22, 1899, to May 27, 1899, a period of three months, 
there have been 31 cases of smallpox in Savannah. For the week 
ended May 27, 1899, 7 new cases developed, all of them during the 
first two days ; for the last five days of the week no new cases had been 
discovered. There have been no deaths, and the type of the disease 
has been mild. On May 27 there were 9 cases in the pesthouse. 

Recapitulation. — First case appeared February 22, 1899; total num- 
ber of cases to May 27, 1899, 31 ; total number of new cases for week 
ended May 27, 1899, 7 ; deaths, none ; number of cases in pesthouse 
May 27, 1899, 9. 

At the present time, the cases upon being discovered are at once 
removed to the pesthouse. All suspects are removed to the detention 
house and are held for fourteen days. One case was discharged on the 
twelfth day and developed the disease two days later. 

There are 6 inspectors who make regular inspections in the districts 
where most of the cases have appeared, and vaccinate persons in that 
immediate vicinity, but no regular house-to-house inspection or vaccin- 
ation for the entire city has been made. 

I recommended that a house to-house inspection over the whole city 
be made, and that vaccination be general, but especially among the 
negroes ; that suspects be detained fourteen full days, and be thor- 
oughly disinfected and vaccinated on admission, and again disinfected 
on discharge from detention. I have known of more than one instance 
in which suspects have been discharged under the fourteen days' 
detention, and the disease has developed on the fourteenth day. I have 
also known of suspects, ' discharged on the morning of the fourteenth 
day, and developing the disease on the afternoon or evening of the 
same day. I therefore always advise that suspects shall be detained 
fourteen full days, not counting the day of admission or the day of 
discharge, thus making, according to the usual method of counting 
days, sixteen days. 

The situation in Savannah is encouraging, and the disease well under 
control. Their trouble lies in the fact that infection is being fed into 
the city from South Carolina and other sources. In order to ascertain 
what was being done in South Carolina, the mayor, at my suggestion, 
telegraphed to the State board of health of South Carolina, asking 
what measures were being taken to suppress smallpox in Barnwell 
and Aiken counties. The following reply was received from Dr. 
Evans, secretary of the board : 

Florence, S. C, May 27, 1899. 

Sir : Your telegram in regard to the smallpox situation in South Carolina reached 
Florence during my absence. Dr. W. S. Cannon, of Ellenton, with his assistants, had 
charge of the cases of this disease in Barnwell and Aiken counties, and to-day I received 
a letter from him informing me that there were no cases in the territory over which he 
had supervision. 

In Edgefield County, especially near Parkersville, there were a great number of cases 
at the beginning of the year, under the charge of Dr. Peter W. Bacot, who wrote me a 
week ago that the disease was stamped out in that locality, whereupon I ordered him 
to Bluffton and Hilton Head to investigate and determine the nature of an eruptive 
disease which a short time before had made its appearance in that section of the State. 
To-day I received a letter from him informing me that he had visited the infected places 
and found 5 cases at Hilton Head and 6 cases at Bluffton, which were brought to these 
places on steamboats from Savannah. The disease made its first appearance in this 
State in the counties of Greenville and York, and its origin traced to Atlanta, and it 
was introduced in the counties along the Savannah River in this State from Georgia. 

James Evans, M. D., 
Secretary State Board of Health. 

Hon. Herman Myers, Mayor, Savannah, Qa. 
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I could learn of no cases in the Immediate vicinity of Savannah, in 
the State of Georgia. Four cases were reported at Eastman, Ga., in 
Dodge County, some 40 miles south of Macon, and over 100 miles from 
Savannah, with no direct railroad connection. It had been my purpose 
to visit Eastman and look over the situation, but owing to a delayed 
train and faulty connections, I found that it would take several days to 
make the visit, and I did not consider that the situation warranted the 
expenditure of that much time. 

I, however, wrote to Dr. Herrman of Eastman advising him as to the 
methods to be followed in handling the disease, and sending him copies 
of the Service precis on smallpox, and a circular on disinfection. I 
rejoined my station, Wilmington, N. C., May 29, 1899. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. P. Wektenbakek, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in the county jail at Macon, Ga. 

Two suspicious cases of an eruptive fever having occurred in the county 
jail at Macon, a request was received June 3 for an expert of this Serv- 
ice to be sent to Macon to determine the diagnosis and to recommend 
the method of procedure. Accordingly, Asst. Surg. G. M. Corput was 
ordered to proceed at once from Atlanta, Ga., to Macon. He reported 
that 2 cases of discrete smallpox had been removed from the jail to the 
pesthouse, and all the inmates of the jail vaccinated, but not until four 
days after exposure. Under his supervision the jail was thoroughly 
disinfected and all the usual precautions taken. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Report of 8tate board of health. 

Philadelphia, Pa., June S, 1899. 

Sib : Since my last report, April 27, 1899, smallpox has been reported 
in Pennsylvania as follows : 

Bedford County. — Imlertown, 3 cases ; St. Clairsville Township, 1 case ; 
Napier Township, 3 cases; Sandy Eun, 1 case; Stonertown, 3 cases; 
near Saxton, 2 cases. 

Allegheny County. — Pittsburg, 5 cases ; Carnegie, 1 case ; Nevill Island, 
6 cases ; Bridgeville, 1 case ; Gladden, 1 case ; Woodville, 1 case ; Hazel- 
tine, 5 cases. 

Blair County. — Altoona, 13 cases — 6 still sick ; East Freedom, 1 case. 

Somerset County. — Felix, 20 cases; Ashtola, 11 cases; Windber, 171 
cases. 

Washington County. — Venice, 1 death; Gradatim, 1 case; Gastonville, 
15 cases. 

Fayette County. — Brownsville, including West Brownsville, Washing- 
ton County, 40 cases ; Layton, 20 cases. 

Center County. — Philipsburg, 1 case. 

Huntingdon County. — Carbon Township, 2 cases. 

Dauphin County. — Steelton, 1 case. 

Erie County. — Erie, 1 case. 

Chester County. — Chester, 1 case. 

Columbia County. — Lime Eidge, 1 case, recovered. 

Jefferson County. — Punxsutawney, 2 cases; McCalmont Township, 3 
cases. 

Philadelphia County. — Philadelphia, 46 cases. 

Cambria County. — Johnstown, 13 cases — 6 recovered, 7 still sick. 



